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tion lasted, to establish anything like a Soviet system in any of the States that were governed for a shorter or longer time by left-wing majorities. It must not be forgotten that in 1919 the most radical German working-class party with any considerable mass-influence, the Independent Socialists, did not go further than the demand for the inclusion in a parliamentary democracy of certain elements of direct working-class representation, and especially of working-class control of the bureaucracy and the armed forces, such as at that time existed in Austria. Only the failure to realise such a programme moved left-wing working-class opinion towards Communism. Even the Communist Party throughout the crisis of 1923 kept to the resolutions of their Leipzig Congress, to aim at a Workers3 and Peasants' Government " as an attempt by the working classes to realise their aims within the framework and by the means of Parliamentary Democracy ". Only after the failure of this attempt, brought about by Federal action against Saxony and Thuringia, was the " bolshcvisation of the Communist Parties "5 as it was later called, achieved.1 But quite apart from the fact that during the period we arc discussing,2 the Communists did not aim at a Soviet dictatorship in the States which they controlled, it is further true that in none of the cc red " States of North Germany did the Communists,, or, in an earlier stage, the left-wing Independent Socialists, adopt any other role than that of junior partner in a coalition with more moderate Socialists. So the programmes of such governments had to ^reflect the views of the latter, however much the more advanced partners might have influenced the energy with which all working-class demands were defended. In 1919, the Independent Socialists enacted a measure in Gotha,3 and a similar one in Brunswick, obliging Parliament to collaborate with a Central Workers5 Council, as a kind of Second Chamber. But the rights of this Chamber were restricted to introducing bills, or appealing by a plebiscite against enactments of the First Chamber as the working-class parties, in view of their electoral strength, could do already. Much more moderate was the Saxon proposal, in October 1923, for a "Workers' Chamber" as a
kl See the Proceedings of the German Communist Party Congresses of 1923 (Leipzig) and 1924 (Frankfurt), and the articles published on tactical problems, e.g.., in the Internationale (Berlin), tlie theoretical organ of the Party, in 1923-4.
2 And also later in so far as the impossibility of realising a radical programme within a single middle-sized State was evident.    State policies could play any important part in Communist policy only so long as its aims were fairly moderate.
3 See Cohn, M.P., in the Weimar National Assembly, July 3, 1919, Proceedings,, Vol. 327, p. 1261.